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USFS -- Vets Battle Blazes, Part 2
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In our second installment of the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) series, we

examine Fire and Aviation Management. The USFS folks manage a fleet
of helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft attacking wildfires across the U.S.
Of the 34,250 USFS employees, less than 200 are in the Fire and
Aviation group. This small, elite group of people coordinates what is
probably the highest-profile aspect of wildland firefighting: air attack.
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Diversified Duties
"We have about 122 positions in Aviation,” explained Larry Brosnan,
assistant director, USFS Fire and Aviation Management.

"There are about 40-50 pilot positions, we have a fleet of 12-14 lead
planes that go out and direct air-tankers, directing traffic over the fires,
they do reconnaissance flights, and coordinate fire activities from the
air. And we have 20-30 aircraft inspector positions that go out and
inspect contract aircraft [and] make sure the maintenance is done.”

"We have forest aviation officers who actually work in the national
forests who are responsible for the aviation operations on that forest,
said Brosnan. "They will put together operation plans, safety plans,
and monitor the aviation activities to make sure that they follow all the
protocols and so forth.”

”

"We also have a large number of management positions, including nine
regional aviation officers that basically manage the aviation programs
in each of the regions,” he added. "We have the same number of
regional aviation safety managers, who are all GS5-13 or -14.”

Entrance Requirements

As you would expect for an aviation job, certain minimum standards
need to be met. In fact, prospective pilots will need to have their
military certificates transferred over to FAA equivalent ratings. This is
done by presenting a log book to the FAA.

"They will need about 1,500 hours of flight time and a 'Report of
Transfer or Discharge’ (DD-214) form to receive military preference
when applying for these programs,” explained Brosnan.

"There are a few positions that require a college education, but for the
most part I don't know that we require a degree,” he continued. “You'll
need some safety training, such as a military safety training course, for
safety positions.”

Veterans’ Edge

USFS hiring practices reflect their appreciation of vets, including the
ability to directly appoint a new hire to a job without going through the
competitive process typically required by other agencies.
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"Two other programs are worth noting here: If youre a veteran with a
30 percent disability, you can be directly appointed. And the Veterans
Employment Opportunity Act gives preference to eligible veterans that
would only be available to employees of the Forest Service,” Brosnan
explained. "You may also get credit for your military time, so any time
on active duty adds to your USFS retirement.”
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"Countless veterans found that the Fire and Aviation Management
program offers a wide variety of employment opportunities that enable
them to apply the skills that they developed and the experience that
they gained through serving in the military to the challenging and
critically important work of protecting lives, property, and natural
resources as well as restoring fire to its natural role in the
environment,” said Tom Harbour, director of USFS Fire and Aviation " Producers Want Rumsfeld on TV Show
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veterans often have leadership qualities, skills, and experience that is

highly valued and that enables them to succeed in all types of

positions. For these reasons, we strongly encourage veterans to

consider a career with our program.” v advertisement

Veterans’ Success Stories
A number of vets thrived at USFS Aviation, including Brosnan, a
Vietnam-era Army helicopter pilot.

"We have one in Region 6 who came directly from the military and has
done very well in the position, and we have a Regional Aviation Officer
in the Northwest, Dan Zimmerman -- who is a two-star general in the
Army Reserves, who I believe is deployed right now -- who is a good
example of people who have come from the military, and done well,”
Brosnan confirmed.

"Since I'm a former Marine helicopter pilot, they could use my help in
the Fire Aviation office,” added Ralph Dorn, Director of the USFS Office
of Safety and Occupational Health. "I was in Fire Aviation for two years,
where I worked on policy and I've been in the Forest Service for a little
more than six years.”

For more information on available jobs with USFS, go to
http://www.fs.fed.us/r5/employment/rrst.php or to Military.com's
Veteran Job board to search for jobs in law enforcement or fire
fighting.
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